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UPCOMING EVENTS 

JUNE 

Book Club Orders Due - Friday 5th 

Queens Birthday Public Holiday - 

Monday 8th 

 

JULY 

Last Day Term 2 - Friday 3rd 

STUDENT FREE DAY - Monday 20th 

First Day Term 3 for students -  

Tuesday 21st 

Dear Families, 

 

As we head towards the end of the second week of all students 

returning to school, we continue to learn about the delivery of 

educational provision for our school community during COVID-19.  

The successful return of students has highlighted their resilience.  As is 

to be expected, some have at times experienced difficulty returning to 

the classroom environment where there is 20 plus students and one 

teacher, but to all students credit, their positive approach to learning 

over the past two weeks has been fantastic.    

 

Importantly, the resilience of the students has been matched by that of 

the staff.  As a staff we continue to discuss and consider the long term 

implications of living through COVID-19 and how these experiences 

will shape our school community in the future.  Some of the Public 

Health restrictions and required practices have placed considerable 

demands on the school, but they also have the potential to continue 

to impact positively in the future.  For example, the need to 

implement hygiene practices with students washing their hands on a 

regular basis will improve the general health of everyone, possibly 

increasing attendance, especially during the winter months when colds 

and other respiratory illnesses are most prevalent.  The professional 

learning many staff engaged in so they could support students learning 

from home through platforms such as CANVAS and SeeSaw continues 

to provide the impetus for staff to explore alternative approaches to 

delivering educational content.   

 

As a staff we have also developed our capacity to communicate and 

collaborate both within the school, school community and across 

work places.  With this in mind I would like to acknowledge the 

outstanding contributions Ms Cynthia Howard has made to developing 

video assemblies and online content that allow the sharing of learning, 

without the school having to congregate in large numbers. 

ONLINE ASSEMBLY VIEWING 

ON FACEBOOK 

 
While classes are not able to gather 

together in person to share our learning in 

assemblies, we have been filming class 

learning and sharing this online within the 

school. 

 

We would like to be able to share our 

online assemblies each time with the 

school community via FaceBook. 

 

Could you please let the school know by 

responding to this email, if you DO NOT 

want your child to be filmed as part of an 

online assembly that will be shared 

outside of the school with the wider 

school community via FaceBook. 
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SICKNESS 

Please remember that if your child is sick, 

including having a cold, it is most 

important that they NOT come to  school . 

Over the past weeks Cynthia, who many of you would know as the school’s Music teacher, has coordinated and then 

produced assemblies for ANZAC Day, Welcome Back to School, and Reconciliation Week.  Aside from the 

educational and wellbeing content, these productions have been incredibly important in creating a level of connection for 

the school community, a most important commodity in these times. 
 

Beginning of the school day 

With everyone returning to school in the last two weeks, our teachers have been working hard to re-establish 

classroom routines for our students.  The first 10-15 minutes every day are central to this as it is when teachers discuss 

the day ahead, let students know of any changes, and complete organisational matters like taking the register and 

ensuring home readers and notices are returned. 
 

Although we understand that some families may be making the decision to arrive a little later to school for physical 

distancing purposes, it becomes more difficult for children to be prepared for their learning if they are arriving 5 or 10 

minutes after the bell, and it also means teachers have to spend valuable time re-explaining items they have covered with 

the rest of the class.  
 

Your assistance in ensuring that your child is at school by 8:55am every morning would be appreciated so we can 

ensure our classes can commence smoothly at 9am. 
 

Communication between parents and staff 

The increased opportunity for families to 

communicate with teaching staff over recent 

years via social media and email has dramatically 

enhanced the connection between home and 

school.  There are many benefits for students 

and great efficiencies for how schools can 

provide information and share the learning of 

individual students and classes.   
 

However, can everyone be mindful that when 

using your child’s class SeeSaw accounts that you 

are considerate of the working hours of teaching 

staff.  We appreciate that over recent weeks the 

need for support and communication has 

sometimes extended beyond school hours, but 

now that all students have returned to school I 

ask that parents only message your child’s 

teacher/s between 8am – 5pm. 
 

Thank you for your continued support with 

regard to the restrictions currently required of 

schools.  With the success of everyone following 

the physical distancing requirements in the 

community, hopefully I will be able to inform the 

school of further easing of restrictions in the 

near future. 

 

Nick Donnelly 

Principal 



 

    ILLAWARRA PRIMARY 
SCHOOL 

 

KINDERGARTEN ENROLMENTS FOR 2021 

ARE NOW OPEN 

All children born in 2016 are eligible for enrolment in 
Kindergarten in 2021. 

Spaces are limited so please enrol as soon as possible. 

 

 

 

 

 

For enrolment forms and more information please 

Phone 6229 6295 

or 

Email illawarra.primary@education.tas.gov.au 


