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Queens Birthday Public Holiday - 

Monday 8th 

 

JULY 

Last Day Term 2 - Friday 3rd 

First Day Term 3 - Monday 20th 

Dear Families, 
 

As a staff we have been most impressed with the learning that has taken 

place since the resumption of term 2, whether that is learning at home or 

at school.  The learning from home approach has presented some 

challenges at times.  However, it has also provided a number of learning 

opportunities for the teaching staff through the alternative delivery of 

educational content and the potential this has to engage students and 

support their learning in general.  In many cases the positive student 

response to learning from home has been inspiring. An example of 

learning shared with me that reinforces these observations is the creative 

way that a Prep student, Sophie Brennan, presented her Weather Inquiry.  

Sophie has only recently been enrolled at Illawarra Primary this term after 

moving to Tasmania with her family.  With the assistance of her father 

she took the initial learning stimulus of, What’s the weather like today? and 

then created the following collection of photos.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Thanks Sophie and welcome to Illawarra. 
 

SPEECH AND LANGUAGE 

PATHOLOGY 

If your child is on the speech pathology 

caseload, and you would like support 

for your child while at home, please 

contact Clare on: 

 

clare.gregory@education.tas.gov.au 

DOGS ON SCHOOL 

PROPERTY 

Under Section 28 of the Dog Control 

Act 2000, principals can make 

decisions about dogs in and on school 

property.  

 

A person must not take a dog into 

any grounds of a school or 

kindergarten, without the permission 

of the principal. 

mailto:%20illawarra.primary@education.tas.gov.au
http://www.education.tas.gov.au


SICKNESS 

Please remember that if your child is 

sick, including having a cold, it is 

most important that they NOT 

come to school . 

 

KODOMO NO HI (CHILDREN’S DAY) 

On Tuesday 5th May it was Children’s Day (Kodomo 

no Hi) in Japan, a national holiday that celebrates the 

health and happiness of children. One of the symbols 

of this day are carp (koi) hung all around Japan at this 

time, creating beautiful displays of colour. The carp 

were chosen because they swim bravely upstream 

against the current and because of this, evoke images 

of energy, power and courage. Students in Grade 1/2 

were invited to make a koi at home and hang in their 

houses. Kinder and Prep students folded origami 

Samurai helmets from the story of Kintaro, the 

Golden Boy, who is also a symbol of Children’s Day as 

he represents strength and courage. It is a beautiful 

opportunity to celebrate our young children.  

 

Happy Children’s day! 

Sarah Sensei 

Learning at Home and Learning At School 

 

I would like to congratulate all families who have been 

assisting their children to learn at home.  This is not an easy 

thing to do.  We appreciate that homes are special spaces 

and to add the learning from home approach to what are 

usually busy and dynamic environments adds a whole new 

layer of complexity for families.  Not only are we 

appreciative of the support students have been provided we 

are greatly impressed by the quantity and quality of learning 

that is taking place.  We acknowledge and commend 

families for their resilience and creativity and commitment 

to learning during these extraordinary times.   

 

While we continue this approach this term I strongly 

encourage families to use a well-being lens for their decision 

making.  If you require support please contact the school.  

However, if there are momentary issues of stress and 

anxiety please be assured that we support the deferral of 

formal learning provided in each learning pack, be that 

briefly or for a certain length of time, so that families can 

focus on their well-being.  The following link will provide 

some examples of what families may like to do in these 

situations. 
 

https://www.education.tas.gov.au/learning -at-home/

wellbeing/  
 

(There are lots of activities, suggestions and links at the 

bottom of this page.) For those experiencing significant 

stress during these times we have organised a dedicated 

email address with all inquiries being directed to myself or 

Sam Dobson, the school’s Social Worker.  This email 

address is IPS.support@education.tas.gov,au 

 

The advice for Term 2 regarding schooling remains the 

same, that schools are open for children of essential 

workers and for those children whose families cannot 

support learning at home due to work or other 

circumstances. If a family’s circumstance changes and a child 

needs to return to school we ask that the school is 

provided with 24 hours’ notice.  We also continue to ask 

that if a student returns to school that they bring with them 

their current pack of learning resources. 

 

Nick Donnelly 

Principal 
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