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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

I hope everyone is coping with the continued progressions of social isolations and now starting to develop some  

normalcy to your lives, if that is possible in these extraordinary and challenging times. It’s certainly a strange feeling 

to return to school with so few students and until today only being able to develop an understanding of the 

impacts of the coronavirus on schools from home, having spent the last two weeks in self-isolation.  The reduced 

number of students is the most obvious difference from before I went on long service leave.  However, as this 

so-called new normal unfolds, schools continue to meet the challenges of how to educate and stay connected with 

students.  To date I could not be more impressed with how the staff, students, school community and Department 

of Education have responded.  What we are experiencing is nothing that we could have expected nor planned for 

and the notion that how we respond to adversity will define us, has never been more apt. 
 

With the above in mind I would like to acknowledge and thank Cathryn Kelly-Bounds and Michael Hayen for  their  

outstanding leadership during the past weeks.  Their professionalism and sound decision making during  these very  

challenging times has greatly supported the school community in coping with the global event of COVID-19.  I have  

admired their capacity to communicate effectively and to quickly address school needs, responding with empathy 

and courage to what continues to be extraordinary and ever changing circumstances.   
 

From my regular conversations with Cathryn and Michael, I know that the staff have ensured that Illawarra Primary 

School has maintained its focus on providing a supportive learning environment.  In addition they have  continued  

to provide support and guidance for families to replicate this approach in the home setting. It is true  that a lot has  

been asked of the teaching profession during this crisis but knowing the quality of the staff I’m not surprised that  

they have continued to demonstrate great commitment to the students and the school community.  This 

commitment continues as they collegially plan and prepare for the delivery of ‘Learning at  Home’ in Term 2. 
 

With regard to the new approach to learning for Term 2, I strongly encourage you to follow the advice provided in  

the letter sent home to parents and carers earlier this week.   In particular, we acknowledge what is being asked of  

you to support your child’s learning at home is not normal.  What is being asked may even cause some anxiety and  

stress.  Please be assured that you are not expected to become your child’s teacher, you are, however, being asked 

to support your child in their learning.  Initially, as most have preferred an online approach, this will require you to 

support your child with the accessing of their educational program via CANVAS for Grades 3 – 6 or SeeSaw for 

Kinder – Grade 2. The other important aspect of supporting learning at home is for families to focus on 

maintaining good mental health during social isolation.   Included in this week’s briefing is a resource to support the  

maintaining of mental health during social isolation.  The DoE has also provided the following link to the Wellbeing 

page of its ‘Learning at Home’ resource. 
 

https://www.education.tas.gov.au/learning-at-home/ 
 

Wishing everyone a safe and happy holiday and where possible, stay connected and please don’t hesitate in 

contacting the school if you need additional support. 
 

Nick Donnelly 

Principal 
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SOMEWHERE, OVER THE KINDER POSSUMS RAINBOW… 

Our (very small!) Kinder Possums class decided to brighten up our office area by bringing us over a beautiful 

rainbow collage that the class had made for their “Rainbow Café”.  

 

Mrs Kellie: Why do we need a rainbow coffee shop? 

Sami: So that everything looks like rainbows, rainbows are pretty! 

Kirrah: It would be fun to play with Zoe and Willow in the café 

Harry D: We need as many things as we can find that are rainbows! 

Zoe: We need it so everything can be rainbows! 

Mrs Kellie: What colours are in a rainbow? 

Ruby: Red, a dark red 

Paddy: Blue is in a rainbow, dark blue I think 

George: Purple, a dark kind of purple, like duckling purple 

Lewis: Blue is in there 

Hazel: Yellow, darkish yellow 

Sami: Pink, dark pink 

Willow: Orange is in a rainbow, like the fruit 

Zoe: Purple, normal purple 

Harry D: Yellow, maybe light yellow 

Seb: Yes, I think yellow too 

Layla: White is in a rainbow, it’s next to black and white 

George: I like orange in a lake, like when I eat oranges sitting in a lake! 

Harry R: We forgot green 

Mrs Kellie: Does anyone know what a rainbow is? 

Harry D: That’s a hard question to answer Mrs Kellie… 

Charlie: I know what it is made of… I’ll tell you later… 

Sami: It is made of colours, like from crayons 

Lewis: A rainbow is made from colours from chalk 

Ruby: Maybe Lewis has flying powers and he drew them in the sky! 

Andre: Rainbows are made of rain, rain is see through 

Ruby: Well then, how does it make the colours? 

Andre: There is a force field in the air that the rain can come through and it spreads out 

in to two sides to make the rainbow 

Harry D: I agree with Andre that it comes out on both sides. I think it is made out of rain 

Harry R: Rain is just wet and not coloured 

Willow: Rain and sunshine make a rainbow, so there are lots of colours and sunshine 

and water mix together and make a rainbow 

Mrs Kellie: Can we make a rainbow? 

Harry R: No one can touch rainbows because they disappear 

Ruby: They go from mountain to mountain 

Daisy: Their legs are in the clouds, the clouds that float around and move the rainbow 

USE OF SCHOOL PLAYGROUNDS 

Australian Government restrictions currently require all public playgrounds to be closed, however DoE school 

playgrounds may continue to be used by students during school hours, with the standard social distancing and 

hygiene precautions. 
 

During school holidays and after school hours (3 pm onwards) the equipment must not be used by anyone (general 

public and students who normally attend the school other than vacation care children). Signs have been placed on 

the school fences stating this. 




