CONTACT DETAILS

NEWSLETTER ISSUE NO. 4 - 26th MARCH 2020
UPCOMING EVENTS

APRIL
Last Day Term 1 Friday 3rd *
Student Free Days Monday 6th - Thursday 9th
Good Friday - Friday 10th
First Day Term 2 Monday 27th
* Please ensure you have read
the email sent to parents
yesterday regarding changes to
the end of term date. Week 10
will now be student free.

Dear Parents and Carers
The last two weeks can only be described as incredibly challenging for our
country and state, and we have seen people in our society at both their best
and worst.
We have all seen stories on the news of people putting themselves before
others and showing little regard for the most vulnerable.
At the same time, we have seen many people demonstrate genuine
compassion, care and concern, and we are proud to say that all of our
school staff have demonstrated these qualities. Staff have put extra hygiene
and cleaning protocols in place, supported families with concerns, ensured
that all of our children have a calm and supportive place to come each day,
and provided children at home with work. In doing this, staff have
demonstrated everything that is good about public education in our state.
We are proud of our students, who have adjusted to changes in their
routines and positively accepted restrictions on some of the activities they
usually enjoy at our school.

We are also proud of our parents and carers. Everyone of you have been understanding of the changes we
have put in place to make our school as safe as possible for our students and staff, and we have greatly
appreciated the kind comments that we and our staff have received about how we are carrying out our
jobs.
Finally, we would like to acknowledge the efforts of many Department of Education staff who have provided
assistance and advice to us. It has made a real difference knowing that help has been a phone call or email
away.
We will continue to communicate with you regularly to ensure you are kept informed of any changes or
updates, and in the meantime we ask you to take care of yourself, your loved ones and your community.
Regards
Michael Hayen and Cathryn Kelly-Bounds

ONYA AWARDS
Illawarra Primary School Expectations
Is it safe? Is it fair? Does it show you care

Care and Understanding:
Cassie I for the way she regularly supports younger children who are hurt or upset in the playground by escorting them
to the first aid room or a duty teacher. Ashlee C and Charli P for their kindness and thoughtfulness in helping the
cleaners. They were concerned about all the extra work the cleaners had to do at the moment, so they took the
initiative and thoroughly cleaned the Art area to show their appreciation and help ease their load.
Learning:
Isaac W for supporting other learners in the class.

EASTER RAFFLE
It has been decided to postpone the
Jumping Jacks Easter Raffle as we are
unable to fund raise as effectively as we
would like during this current turbulent
situation.
The plan is to hold a chocolate raffle later
in the year. In the meantime we will keep
the money and raffle tickets sold safely at
school. We promise that we won’t eat the
chocolate donations that have already
come in!!
Thank you for your
understanding.

LAUNCH INTO LEARNING
There will be no Launch into Learning sessions
until further notice. We will advise families
when sessions re-commence.

BAND PROGRAM
Please note that the Combined Primary
Schools Band Program has been
temporarily paused.
Students will be advised of online learning
resources
as
they
become
available.

NAPLAN

As many of you would have seen in the media, a decision was
made by Australian education ministers to cancel NAPLAN for
2020.
The decision to not proceed was taken to assist school leaders,
teachers and support staff focus on the wellbeing of students and
continuity of education, including potential online and remote
learning. Further, the impact of responses to the COVID-19 virus
may affect the delivery of NAPLAN testing.
LIBRARY
The library has closed for further book borrowing. If your child is
not currently at school there is no need to return any borrowed
books at this time. If your child is at school they should return
their borrowed books by Monday of next week.

Over the past week or so classes have been writing messages on different coloured strips of material as part
of our Harmony Day installation. Children wrote messages on the strips with black marker and paint
to convey their response to and understanding of ‘harmony’ specifically:





Friendship
Belonging within groups
Thinking, working, being together
Cooperation and organisation

The installation provides a colourful entry to our courtyard and adds to our school’s beautiful aesthetic.
Thank you to Mrs Nanna and Mrs Petersen for organising the installation this year.

