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UPCOMING EVENTS
SEPTEMBER
Family Movie Night—Friday 20th September—
Further details included in this Newsletter
Grade 3-5 Swimming & Water Safety
Program—Monday 16th to Friday 27th
September
Ditto Bravehearts program—Thursday 25th
September—Parent info session @ 9.00am
Prep OG, 1/2G, 1/2C—Excursion to Blackmans
Bay Beach

OCTOBER
First Day Term 4 - Monday 14th October
Grade 3-6 Choir and Advanced Recorder
Tour - Thursday 17th October - Further details
TBA
Kingston High School Primary Visit Day—
Letter sent to Grade 6 parents previously
Theatre Royal ‘Possum Magic’ Trip - Friday
18th October - Prep classes
Show Day Public Holiday - Thursday 24th
October
Moderation Day (Student Free Day) - Friday
25th October
Grade 5 Band Rehearsal - Tuesday 29th
October - 3.30-4.30pm - Kingston High School
School Athletics Carnival - Wednesday 30th
October
Grade 6 Band Rehearsal - Thursday 31st
October - 3.30-4.30pm - Kingston High School

NAPLAN
All students in Grades 3 and 5 took home their individual
NAPLAN report on Friday, 6 September. The report provides
a snapshot of each child’s progress in literacy and numeracy
and was accompanied by a FAQ sheet. If your child is in Grade
3 or 5 and you have any questions about their report, please
contact their class teacher.
We have also received our school summary report and this
provides information about overall performance in our school.
One important measure of achievement shown in the report is
the growth in each child’s learning from Prep - Grade 3 and
then Grade 3 – Grade 5. The reason this is important is that it
helps us to see whether our teaching approaches are effective
in ensuring all students continue to progress and make gains
through their time with us. Compared to schools with similar
socio-economic student backgrounds, our student gains were
as good as or better than similar schools in all areas.
We also have made very strong gains in Spelling in the last
three years, and this is a positive reflection on the hard work of
teaching staff in implementing a consistent whole school
approach, based on the latest evidence regarding best practice.
In early fourth term, staff will analyse our school reports in
more detail as one part of identifying our literacy and numeracy
professional learning priorities for our 2020 School
Improvement Plan.

YOUNG ARCHIES AWARDS
At the recent Young Archies portraiture awards ceremony,
Jack G and Sam S received Highly Commended awards and
Henry K was the overall Winner for his age category. The
boys’ fabulous portraits were displayed, along with other
amazing portraits by students, at the Tasmanian College of Arts
in Hunter Street.

SWIMMING AND WATER SAFETY PROGRAM
The annual Swimming and Water Safety Program for
Grades 3-5 is well underway, with students attending the
Friends Pool each day to develop their swimming abilities as
well as learn water survival skills. The work that the
students do at the pool is complemented and reinforced by
activities in class. With fishing, swimming and boating being
incredibly popular activities in Tasmania, the program plays
an important role in preparing our students to safely enjoy
aquatic sports and activities in their lives.
MATHEMATICS COMPETITIONS
Earlier this term, about fifty of our students participated in
the Australian Mathematics Competition. This competition
is open to all Australian students from Grade 3-12, as well
as to students across Asia and the South Pacific, and tests
student problem solving skills.
Our results in the competition were outstanding, with
three students achieving a high distinction, seventeen
students receiving a distinction and nineteen receiving a
credit (full details in this newsletter).
Special
congratulations to Charlie W, who was our top performing
student. Certificates for all students who entered will be
presented at the first primary assembly in Term 4.
The strength of our students in mathematics was also
evident last weekend at the annual maths relay. Our Grade
3-4 and Grade 5-6 teams raced other schools to correctly
answer as many questions as possible in a given time. The
competition relies on effective teamwork and problem
solving skills and our teams performed well, with highly
creditable scores. We will know our final positions in the
next week or two but in the meantime, congratulations to
Nicholas V, Zane C, Ryaan M, Maddox D, Blake P, Dennis
S, Finley W, Violet O, Abbie W, Flynn T, Darius K, Orla M,
Isaac W, Luke M, Lachie S and Jacob P.
Thank you to Mr. Hayen, Mrs. Shaw and Ms. Genford for
giving up their time on Sunday to accompany the stud
AUSTRALIAN MATHEMATICS COMPETITION
RESULTS:
High Distinction: Charlie W, Blake P and Lachlan S
Distinction: Luke M, Harry B, Jordanna L, Riley S, Henry S,
Zane C, Harry P, Ellise D, Darius K, Jacob P, Luke J, Orla
M, Ollie W, Harry O, Maddox D, Aki Y, Monty F
Credit: Emelia W, Jordan W, Violet O, Mark V, Finlay W,
Robert B, Sam J, Chloe V, Geraldine B, Elsa P, Jesse P,
Sapphire M, Lachlan B, Skye D, Cedar L, Rohan W,
Nicholas V, Divinia M, Amala C

MIDDLE YEARS LITERACY PROJECT/
LITERACY
In the past fortnight Grade 5/6 teachers have attended
professional learning with Professor Beverly
Derewianka (Grammar) and Chris Topfer (published
author on Spelling) to improve their knowledge of
spelling and grammar and the best practice in teaching
this. The Grade 5/6 teachers are working with other
feeder schools in the area as well as Kingston High to
improve the transition of learning from Grade 6 to 7
and the consistency of teaching practices used across
all school contexts.
Many Illawarra staff also attended an after school
session last week on Structured Word Inquiry
delivered by Chris Topfer at Wrest Point. As
mentioned previously, it has been pleasing to see an
improvement in student’s spelling as a result of the
learning staff have been doing in this area over the past
few years.
Our recent teaching peer observations have focused
on implementing our whole school approach to
writing, this approach to writing is also being
implemented across the schools involved in the Middle
Years Literacy Project.
HEART FOUNDATION JUMP OFF
Last Friday we had our long awaited Heart Foundation
Jump Off in the afternoon, with all students jumping to
music as well as a double under competition. It was
wonderful to see happy, smiling faces as students
jumped in pairs, on their own or in a group with a long
rope. Thanks to our generous school community we
exceeded our target and raised an amazing $2300!
Thanks must also go to Mrs. Oldmeadow and Mrs.
Nanna for their organisation of this event.
Cathryn Kelly–Bounds and Michael Hayen
Acting Principals

DOGS ON SCHOOL GROUNDS
Please do not bring dogs into the school grounds as stated in
a previous newsletter. Last week a parent reported that their
child had been injured by a dog on a lead as they walked out
of the school through the courtyard on their way home. A
hearing or guide dog is an exception to this directive as are
Story Dogs or dogs brought in for ‘show and tell’ purposes
or if the owner has the prior permission of the Principal.
Thank you for your cooperation and support in this
matter.

DITTO’S KEEP SAFE
ADVENTURE SHOW
A reminder that next Wednesday, 25th September at
9.30am, the Kinder and Prep classes will be attending
Ditto’s Keep Safe Adventure Show, run by Bravehearts.
This show has been educating Australian children since
2006, providing them with personal safety tools and strategies while supporting positive self-esteem and resiliencebuilding.

TASMANIAN YOUNG ARCHIES AWARDS 2019
Congratulations to Henry K, Jack G and Sam S, whose
portraits were selected from many state wide entries. Jack
and Sam were awarded Highly Commended and Henry overall Winner for their age categories at the recent Young
Archies Awards Ceremony. This annual event
celebrates the creativity of Tasmanian young artists.

Parents and Guardians are welcome to come along and
watch the show on the day. There will also be a parent
information session before the show at 9.00am

Mrs Petersen (Art Teacher)

GRADE 6 CANBERRA TRIP
Grade 6 students going to Canberra should have
brought home a letter recently with final information
about the trip, including gear to bring, spending
money, meeting time at the airport, etc. The letter
also includes the number to call staff on in an
emergency, as NO devices or phones can be brought
on the trip.

Please phone the school office if you would like an
appointment.
Nick Donnelly
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SICKNESS
Please keep children at home for 24
hours after they stop vomiting to
minimise the spread of contagious
viruses throughout the school.

Please contact the office if you require any further
information about the show.

There will be a final meeting for parents on
Wednesday, 16th October at 5pm to answer any
questions. Details about the meeting are included in
the letter.
2020 INTENTIONS
A reminder to please return all student intention
slips to the office by Monday, 23rd September as
class planning is now beginning for 2020.
This is especially important if your child/ren is not
returning to Illawarra in 2020.

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS
Congratulations to Rohan W, who won a silver
medal at the recent National Clubs gymnastics
competition. The trampolining competition was held
on the Gold Coast.

Sunny sky and twirling birds
Perfect plants in the fields

Acrostic Poetry by
1-2 Baker/Hunn

Rainy gardens and roses
Ivies grow in gardens
Nature and nectar
Garden soil in my toes.
Anabelle S

Super furry animals running here to there
Pretty flowers in the garden
Rabbits are out of their burrows
Incredible insects are cool
Nature is beautiful
Great days for playing outside.
Matthew C

Sunny days are warm
Pretty flowers in the sun all day
Riding scooters
Interesting flowers
New grown flowers
Green grasses in the long fields
Ben W

MATHEMATICS RELAY PHOTOS

Up and Coming Events – please place in your diary (more details to follow)
Tues 12th Nov
Gr 3-6 Choir Rehearsal
Lenah Valley Primary School 4 – 5.30pm
th
Tues 26 Nov
Gr 3-6 Choir Rehearsal
Lenah Valley Primary School 4 – 5.30pm
Thurs 17th Oct
Gr 3–6 Choir/Adv Rec
Parliament House & Nursing Home Tour (Day)
Thurs 8th Nov
Gr 2 Choir
Music Count Us In & Lillian Martin Nursing Home (Day)
th
th
Fri/Sat 9 /10 Nov Gr 6 Marimba
Marimba Mania - Margate Primary/Parliament Lawns (Day)
Fri 6th Dec
Gr 2 & Gr 3-6
Singing Christmas Carols at Hawthorne Village (Day)
Fri 29th Nov
DEC Band and Choir
Day and evening concert more information to follow
Yours in music,
Cynthia Howard—Music Teacher

KINDER ENROLMENTS 2020
If your child was born in 2015, they’re eligible for Kinder next year! If you have not already done so, please
contact the office for enrolment details.
Also, if you are aware of any family in our community who might have a PreKinder aged child who has not
enrolled, please encourage them to contact us as well.
Contact details:
Phone:

6229 6295

Email:

illawarra.primary@education.tas.gov.au

JUMP ROPE FOR HEART

* Entry for the movie night is via the gate off
Windhaven Court

Vacation Care 2019
What is Adventure Patch Vacation Care?
Adventure Patch is a local child care service that provides Outside School Hours Care, including Vacation
Care, to Illawarra Primary School.
Who can attend?
Any child Kinder – Grade 6 aged can attend Vacation Care, they can be enrolled in any primary school and
still attend the Illawarra Vacation Care service.
What is the cost for Vacation Care?
A full day of Vacation Care (7:15am – 6:15pm) is $60
Half days (7:15am – 12:30pm OR 1pm – 6:15pm), not applicable on excursion days, are $40
If entitled, your Child Care Subsidy can be applied to these fees.

How do I enrol?
Head to https://adventurepatch.org.au/portfolio/vacation-care/ and complete the “Apply to Enrol” form, the
Admin Team will be in contact to discuss enrolments.
Who can I contact for more details?
Olivia Daniel (Illawarra Coordinator) 0408 294 917 or ioshc@adventurepatch.org.au

