CONTACT DETAILS

UPCOMING EVENTS
APRIL
Assembly Grade 3-6: Monday 1st April - Hosts 5/6
Fitzpatrick
School Cross Country: Tuesday 2nd April
(back-up day Thursday 9th April)
Lisa Ford Presentation—Simplifying Childhood:
Wednesday 3rd April 7:00pm
School Walkathon and BBQ: 11th April
Last day of Term for students : 11th April
Student Free Day—12

th

April

Term 2 Begins : Monday 29th April

MAY
Cross Country: Thursday 2nd May—Blackmans Bay
Beach
Naplan Testing: Grade 3-5 Tuesday 14th May - Friday
24th May
School Association Meeting: Wednesday 15th May
7:00pm
Movie Night: Friday 24th May—GP Room

The school continues to be a vibrant and positive place, this was most
evident last Monday when we held our Harmony Day Assembly. Ms
Howard ensured there were a number of music items with the whole
school participating in a drumming item being a real highlight. It was a
challenge for some of us to stay in time and follow the instructions
but the end result was pretty harmonious. Another highlight of this
assembly was the very self-assured manner in which the school was
led by Mrs Wendy’s Grade 1/2 students. In particular Lola Reid,
Xavier Squires, Juliette Rigby and Evie McGunigle. Congratulations to
all the ONYA recipients, and in the words of the Grade 1/2 leaders,
good onya.
Harmony Day Display
Many would have already seen the wonderful display the school has
created in recognition of this year’s Harmony Day. Mrs Nanna Jansen
-Munday has been the driving force behind this art installation which
was designed to reflect the schools understanding of the motto
Everyone Belongs. The student’s art work that contributed to the
installation when assembled in a giant mobile symbolising
inclusiveness, respect and belonging. The installation provides a strong
a powerful message that: everyone belongs. Many thanks to the
students who contributed and to the staff who supported and
engaged in the process.
Staff Farewells
As well as farewelling Mrs Eve Roe last fortnight we also said goodbye
to Mrs Jill Groombridge and Mr Brian Andrews. Jill has been a
member of staff for many years, and has been a wonderful colleague
always completing her work as an Education Facilities Attendant with
a smile and a kind word. Brian was only on staff for a short period of
time but he made a significant impact as a Grade 5/6 teacher and for
introducing the school to the Tournament of the Minds. On behalf of
the school community I wish both Jill and Brian well in their
retirement.

Huon and Channel Swimming Carnival
Last Wednesday Mr David Fraser, Mr Chris Waugh and Ms Charlotte Genford, along with a great contingency of parents, attended
the Huon and Channel Primary Schools Swimming Carnival with
the school’s swimming team. Individually the students did very
well and from what has been reported, they all should be proud of
their efforts. They also deserve recognition for the respectful
manner in which they conducted themselves throughout the day.
Well done to all members of the swimming team. We very much
appreciate the positive way that you represented Illawarra Primary
School.
Capital Works
As can be seen the administration building is emerging out of the
ground. This is most exciting as we start to appreciate the potential of the building and the positive impact it will have for students,
staff and the wider school community. At the fortnightly planning
meeting we were informed that the commencement date for this
project remains 12th July. With this in mind the site is sure to
remain a busy workplace so I ask that everyone continues to be
mindful of the additional building activity on the school site.
Thank you all for the patience and understanding that continues to
be shown.
Parent Teacher Meetings
This year’s parent teacher interviews have been held this week. It
has been very pleasing to hear the positive comments teachers are
receiving about the educational programs they provide. It is also
most gratifying to report on the productive nature of the interviews as parents provide information and teachers provide feedback to parents of how their children have settled into the year.
This sharing of information is crucial in ensuring that each student
has the best opportunity to have a successful year at school in
2019. These exchanges, not only support individual students, they
also have the other important function of ensuring that the school
community continues to foster the positive relationships that enable and enhance learning across the school community.
NAPLAN
Parents with students in Grade 3 and 5 will receive information
pertaining to the upcoming National Assessment Program Literacy
and Numeracy (NAPLAN). Although we still have some weeks
until this testing is scheduled, please take time to read the information provided. Of particular note this year is that all assessments, except for Grade 3 Writing, will be completed online with
students using school devices.

Walkathon
Tomorrow, information will be provided to all families regarding
the coordination and planning of this year’s Walkathon. This is
always a much anticipated event and great way to end the term.
I appreciate last year that fundraising was not a part of this day,
however, there are a couple of projects that I would like the
school to implement this year that will benefit from the funds
students raise. Therefore, as in previous years when we have
linked fundraising with the Walkathon, I would encourage all students to only raise a small amount each. Anything between $2
and $5 dollars would be very much appreciated. As an incentive
there will be a class prize for the class that raises the most funds.
Ride to School
Thank you to the parents who supported the Ride to School
event held last Friday. Particularly Jane Gibson for organising the
event. Friday was a day where students all around Australia were
encouraged to ride their bike, scooter or skateboard to school
and it was great that some of our students took up this opportunity. Thank you also to the School Association who provided
fresh fruit for the students who took part.
Canteen
To conclude this newsletter I would like to acknowledge the
outstanding service Mrs Yen Chamberlain has provided the
school in her role as Canteen Manager. Yen is a much loved
member of the school community and a tireless worker whose
efforts have benefitted all students. The canteen is a service to
the school community that we have always been proud of, but
Yen, with her own particular personal touch has taken this meaning of service and vocation to the school, to a whole different
level. Although we are sad that Yen will be leaving this role at
the end of the term we also appreciate the reasons for her
decision. With Gabe still in Prep, thankfully Yen will continue to
be an integral member of the school community, maybe a little
less busy one though.
If you are interested in the Canteen Manager or Canteen
Assistant position please don’t hesitate in contacting Deb Doole,
the Schools Business Manager.
 62 296 295/62 271 013, 
illawarra.primary@education.tas.gov.au

STUDENT ABSENCES
If your child is unwell or not attending school for any
reason please advise the office on either of the above
phone numbers or email us. If your child is going to be on
extended leave, you need to fill out a long absence form in
the office. If your child is late to school please come to the
office and sign them in. Any urgent notices that need to be
passed on to your children in regards to end of day pickups
can be rung though to the office as we do a daily
announcement at 2.45pm
Many Thanks - Deb & Ellie

ONYA AWARDS
Illawarra Primary School Expectations
Is it safe? Is it fair? Does it show you care

Thanks to all who attended last night’s Illawarra Primary School
Association (IPSA) AGM & committee meeting.
The AGM saw a new annual executive appointed consisting of
Vanessa Jarvis (Chairperson),
Kate Huntington (Deputy
chairperson), Emma Brookwell (Treasurer) and Jane Gibson
(Secretary).
A big thankyou to retiring executive members, Jo Westwood
(Deputy Chairperson) and Danielle Loenneker (Secretary),
together with retiring committee member Amanda Midgley.
The following are some of the items discussed:






An update from the Playground committee on their
exciting plans for the next 2 years – watch this space for
information and how you can get involved!!
We had an update on the capital works progress - the
finalisation of the redevelopment of the under-croft
classrooms, and the new admin building - completion
expected mid July!
Updated staffing arrangements.



The school’s three learning priorities this year –
Writing, Numeracy, and Developing Inquiry Teacher
Practice.



The retirement of our amazing canteen manager,
Yen Chamberlain, to whom we owe a huge thankyou
for her dedication and hard work in building the canteen
over the last few years.
The Class parent role – thankyou to those who have
put up their hands so far, we still need a few more so
please let us know if you are interested in volunteering
for your class’ parent role.
Several Grants that IPSA has been successful in
securing.
This year’s Winterfest – we are looking for a coordinator, so please let us know if you are interested!






For further information on IPSA meetings, minutes of the
meetings will be uploaded to the school website once available.
If you would like any matters raised at the meetings, please
contact your IPSA committee members, or email the
Association on ipschoolassociation@gmail.com
Officeholders: Vanessa Jarvis (Chairperson), Kate Huntington
(Deputy chairperson), Emma Brookwell (Treasurer) and Jane
Gibson (Secretary).
Parent Members: Kate Bentley, Sam Degenaar, Petra Heil,
Danielle Loenneker, Emily Otten, Kari Viviers and Jo
Westwood.
Staff Members: Michael Hayen, Cathryn Kelly-Bounds and
Monika Glover, Principal & Public Officer: Nick Donnelly

The next IPSA meeting is to be held at 7pm on
Wednesday 15th May, please feel free to come
along!

Easter Raffle - Reminder
This Friday 29th March we will be having a FREE DRESS
DAY and for this we ask all children to bring along some Easter
goodies for our Easter raffle bags! Each class will have a
collection box. Raffle books will need to be returned next week
please.
Thank you for your support. All monies raised will support our
Jumping Jacks.

The Pop-up-Shop team have been busy making and baking
ready for this Friday.
The team will be selling apples, lemons and fresh herbs from
the school garden as well as our delicious cup-cakes.

PRAISE BY MR FRASER
I want to commend the efforts and achievements of
all students this Term participating in the school
Swimming Carnival in late February as well as those
who were selected for the Huon and Channel
Interschool’s Carnival last Wednesday.
Our
students participated with honesty and fairness
across the day's many races. Students displayed
resilience in many ways and proudly encourage
other grade groups while watching from the
sidelines, getting behind everyone in an Illawarra
swimming cap. It was fantastic to see and be a part
of. Congratulations to all who put in their best
efforts.
Mr Fraser

