
 

From the Principal - 2nd November 2018 

 
I would like to extend the most heart-warming of thanks to our 

wonderful school association and all the parents involved in the 

success of the schools’ 30th anniversary. It was a fabulous night 

and as an honorary Illawarrian I was very proud to be involved in 

the event. Thanks to all staff who gave up their time to assist with 

the celebration. 

Our office has been relocated and it has been another remarkable 

effort by the staff, especially (mostly) our administrative team and 

grounds-person who have been responsible for the smooth 

transition, no broken bones, fights and with minimal tears. We 

know that the next few months will be a challenge for everyone 

but we will survive the process and look forward to the new 

building. 

Thankyou Sensei Sarah for the great work you do at our school 

and this has been reflected in the outstanding results in the 

recent Japanese speaking competition, congratulations to all 

participants and award winners. 

During the writing of this correspondence our school athletic 

carnival has commenced and it has been great to see the number 

of students eager to compete and the incredible support of the 

parent community – Illawarra students have clearly established 

themselves as a group of participators who also operate as 

spectators, enthusiasts and celebrators of their peers efforts. 

Thanks Susan Leitch for you wonderful organisational skills and 

thanks Tracy for the ground preparation 

A reminder that next Wednesday the 7th of November we will be 

conducting a School Association Meeting, to be held in the newly 

appointed replacement office. Agenda items will include the 

school budget, staffing for 2019 and specialist programs, plus the 

important building update – we look forward to seeing you there. 

Ian Thomas 

Principal 

 

Department of Education 

Illawarra 
Primary School 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

NOVEMBER 
2 nd             Illawarra Undoukai Athletics Carnival 

5th            School Assembly 

7 th             School Association meeting 7.00pm  

14th       HCSSA Athletics Carnival 

16th          School Disco 

19-23r            Grade 5 Challenge Week 

19-23rd      Grade 6 Students Canberra Week 

23rd       School Triathlon at Bellerive 

30th        DEC Concert day 

 

DECEMBER 

7th           Christmas Stall 

10th       Pantomime Excursion for some Early 

                 Childhood classes 

12th       School Association meeting 7.00pm 

17th        End of year reports and class  

                 Placements coming home 

18th       Kidsmatter Day Blackman Bay Beach 

19th       Grade 5 Day Out 

19th          Grade 6 Big Day Out 

19th       Grade 6 Leavers Dinner 

20th       Leavers Assembly at 11.00am 

20th       Last day for students 

 

 



 

 62 296 295/62 271 013,   

illawarra.primary@education.tas.gov.au 

STUDENT ABSENCES 

If your child is unwell or not attending school for 

any reason please advise the office on either of the 

above phone numbers or email us.  If your child is 

going to be on extended leave, you need to fill out 

a long absence form in the office.  If your child is 

late to school please come  to the office and sign 

them in. Any urgent notices that need to be passed 

on to your children in regards to the end of day 

pickups can be rung though to the office as we do a 

daily announcement at 2.45pm  

Many Thanks - Deb, Ellie and Eve 

School Contacts 

Please phone the school office if you would like an ap-

pointment. 

Ian Thomas   Acting Principal 

Toni Tarbath   AP 

Cathryn Kelly-Bounds AP 

Monika Glover  AST 

Chris Waugh   AST 

Deb Doole   Business Manager 

Nicky Saunders  School Psychologist 

Samantha Dobson            Social Worker 

Clare Gregory  Speech therapist 

INDONESIA TSUNAMI  

        EMERGENCY!   

In Indonesia there was an earthquake. The island of 

Sulawesi was hit by the 7.4 magnitude earthquake 

that prompted a massive Tsunami that destroyed 

homes. More than 2000 people have lost their lives so 

far and at least 2 million people may be affected. You 

can support our humanitarian response to the 

earthquake and Tsunami in Indonesia by donating 

today. Your donation can help save lives. 

 You can help me raise money for Oxfam by wearing 

crazy socks on Friday the 9th November in Week 4 and 

donating a gold coin. We will also have two jars, one 

filled with lollies and the other one with little items to 

guess how much it is worth. It is 50c for 2 guesses so 

make sure you have at least 2 guesses. We will be 

selling guesses before school and at recess next week.  

So far our goal is to reach $200!! 

Thank you. 

Violet O’Brien Class Captain -1/2 Eagles         

Kinder Enrolments for 2019 

If you have a child who is 4 turning 5 in 2019 please see the 

office for an enrolment form. 

It is important  so we can begin planning for Pre Kinder in 

term 4 and Kinder in 2019. 

Thanks 

Office team  

Volunteer Needed   

Book Club Volunteer;  If you’re 

looking for a great way to help the 

school out, this could be 

perfect.  This is my last term as the 

Book Club Coordinator, so we 

need to find someone who’d like 

to take over the position.  The book club has 2 

catalogues per term, and for every catalogue you 

would need to place the order and then sort the 

books when they arrive, which in total takes 

approximately 3-4 hours.  I am more than happy to 

work with the new coordinator for an easy 

handover.  If you’re keen to find out more, please 

c o n t a c t  m e  o n  0 4 1 0 4 0 9 9 7 9  o r 

shane.allie@bigpond.com.   

Cheers Leah Allie    

mailto:shane.allie@bigpond.com
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ONYA AWARDS 

Illawarra Primary School Expectations 

            Is it safe? Is it fair? Does it show you care? 

Care and Understanding 
Liam Squires-Ganley by being a good friend and 

always including others. 

Sissi Zheng by caring for our environment by picking 

up plastic rubbish. 

Laura Frost by consistently showing a caring and  

patient to all class members, regardless of the 

situation, and sets an excellent example to her peers. 

Well done, Laura! 

Learning  
Emelia Westwood by always trying her best in all 

learning tasks to complete her work to an excellent 

standard. 

Seamus Ryan by trying his best to be organised.                                                                                          

Holly Edwards by consistently giving her best when 

working. 

Carli Alberts by being a keen learner who 

consistently demonstrates very good learning 

behaviours. 

Felicity Legionheart by  consistently having a 

positive attitude to all learning opportunities and 

being a respectful and supportive class member. 

Jeremy Cribbin by creating an entertaining story 

called "Lost at Sea” in his spare time in class. Great 

work, Jeremy! 

Nicholas Karakazov Nicholas has made great 

improvements during our writing activities and is  

now writing longer and more detailed texts. 

Tommy Pearsall Tommy’s eagerness for learning is 

evident. He strives to always do his best and enjoys  

to share his learning with others. 

Respect 
Phoenix Venn by working hard to make smart 

choices and give his learning his full attention. 

Ziggy Jenkins by always listening respectfully to the 

teacher and his peers. 

Evie Antonelli by always doing an amazing job of 

listening respectfully to others! 

Millie Rathjen by always volunteering cheerfully for 

any extra jobs around the classroom– thank you for 

your helpful attitude Millie! 

Eddie Shaw by making good choices during our 

learning time by consistently demonstrating the 5L’s 

Lachie Wicks by making good choices during our 

learning time by consistently demonstrating the 5L’s 

 

Evie Amos by always starting the day with a “Good 

morning” and using lovely manners unprompted 

throughout the day. Evie treats her classmates and 

teachers with respect, and is always caring towards 

others. These qualities make Evie a valued member of 

our classroom community. 

Safe 
Jacob Petersen by demonstrating quick thinking 

skills and reflexes catching a ball before it hit a child ij 

the head at the school fair 
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Japanese speech competition 
Almost 300 students of Japanese language met at C3 Church in South Hobart on 

Wednesday 31
st
 October to share their enjoyment and enthusiasm for learning 

Japanese language and culture through the annual Japanese Speech 

Competition. 

Illawarra Primary School had 12 students from Grade 3 – 6 enter the competition. 

Each of these students prepared their own speech and memorised up to twenty 

two lines of a self-introduction. All of the following students have shown self 

motivation, perseverance and  courage. I am extremely proud of them all. 

 



 

 

CONTACT DETAILS 

6 Tinderbox Road, Blackmans Bay, TAS, 7052   

Phone 03 62296295  

Email   illawarra.primary@education.tas.gov.au  

Web  illawarraprimaryschool.education.tas.edu.au  

Tickets on sale Friday 19 October 2018 

(credit card processing and transaction fees apply): 

Online at www.ticketmaster.com.au 

Phone Ticketmaster on 136 100 for Credit Card Bookings or 

call the DEC 62 513170 for enquiries 

on site at the DEC from Monday to Friday 9.00am to 

5.00pm 

At Centertainment in the mall; 6234 5998 

Adults $20.00 

Concession $12.00 

Children $10.00 

Family   

(2 adults, 2 children) 

$50.00 

This is a free event and will include a short presentation about Zero Waste initiatives at Illawarra.  

mailto:%20illawarra.primary@education.tas.gov.au
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FRIDAY 16th November 
Dust off those Dancing Shoes 

It’s Disco time again!!!! 

 When:   Friday 16
th

 November 2018 

 Where:   School GP Room 

   Time:   Kinder/Prep        5:00pm-5.45pm 

     Grades 1, 2, and 3  6:00pm-7:00pm 

     Grades 4, 5 and 6   7.15pm-8.30pm 

 Cost: $2          Glow sticks available from $1  

We require lots of helpers: On the door/Security, for the entrance and lane way, drinks and icy poles. 

Please email vanessajarvis@icloud.com or return the slip below to the school office by Tuesday 13th 

November if you can help out. 

 Please Note: 

 Parents must come into the GP Room to collect their child after the session.  

 For safety purposes, each child may only attend the session for their age group. 

 The entrance to the disco will be through the gate on the public pathway behind the  

         kindergarten (can be accessed from Tinderbox road or Windhaven Court). 

Thank you – Illawarra Primary School Association 

—————————————————————–——————————————–———— 

ILLAWARRA PRIMARY SCHOOL DISCO – Friday 16th November 2018 

Yes - I can help  

Please tick the box of the time slot that you are available. 

  4:45-6:00pm                              5:55-7:15pm                        7:10-8.45pm 

 Name…………………………………………………………… 

email:…………………………………………………………… 

Mobile No.……………………………………………………... 

WWVP No…………...…………………………………………. 

  

DISCO NEWS 

mailto:vanessajarvis@icloud.com


With the anticipated major building works at Illawarra Primary School due to start this past 
July,  it had been decided in early 2018 to abandon planning for the 2018 school fair and 
instead hold a smaller (i.e., open to school families only) 30 Year Celebration. This was a major 
decision, not least because the biennial fair is the major fundraiser of our school's parent 
and teacher association (IPSA). All revenue raised by IPSA is going back to the school to 
supplement and improve the facilities beyond the school's budget. Over the last few years 
IPSA funded upgrades to the school's playgrounds, purchased new furniture for the school 
library, financed the new sound system for the school's GP room and the native garden with 
fire pit. With a revenue of about $10,400 from the recent 30 Year Celebration, more 
projects will be funded in the not-so distant future, such as those proposed by Playstreet 
Landscape Architects. 

 

Being held  in the first week after the school holiday break and on a Friday evening, there 
was little time for our volunteers to finalize  planning and setup. Nevertheless the celebration 
went ahead just fine in favourable weather. A solid stream of visitors arrived by 5pm. 
Entertainment kicked off with school's own choirs, Marimbas, Ukuleles and Recorders, 
followed by our own Jumping Jacks and the Australia Army Band (Tasmania). 

 

Various BBQ options, a HUGE range of baked goods and Valhalla ice cream were on offer to 
our visitors. A fine selection of wine, beer and cider plus juices, soft drinks, coffee and tea 
were popular. The organisers promoted the event as waste aware, reducing the number of one
-use drinkware or napkins being handed out and encouraging use of recycle, organic waste and 
general waste bins. This effort was kindly supported by Grade 1/2A and Veolia. Well done 
everyone, and keep up the “war on waste”. 

 

A magnificent raffle was supported by local businesses and individuals, while a large number 
of activities on offer were free or a gold coin donation. The choice included lucky jar/bag, 
face painting, floral craft, chance games, soccer, football, Zorb balls, Jumping Castle, 
chocolate coin toss and musings by the fire pit. 

 

We would like to thank all who supported our 30 Year Illawarra Primary Celebration: 
Australian Antarctic Division Social Club, Australian Army Band – Tasmania, Banjos - 
Blackmans Bay, Barbara Mawson, Ben Shaw, Bendigo Bank, Cathryn Kelly-Bounds, Catherine 
Oldmeadow, Cellarbrations – Blackmans Bay, Coles Kingston, Co-Op Toyota, Deleeze Checuti 
Photography, Emma Brookwell, Heat Pump Man, Hidden Cove Day Spa, Hill Street, Jack Loves 
Red Restaurant, Kingborough Gymsports, Marcus Thalmann, Mills Family, Mona Leesa Face 
Painting, Moon Dog  



Craft Brewery, Mother Goose Baby Shop, Nanna Jansen-Munday, Naomi Kniaz Face Painting, 
Pennicott Wilderness Journeys, Prue Cripps, Pure Yoga Tasmania, Shane Allie Electrical, Simon 
Evans, Sue Beattie, Tassie Blinds, The Beach Restaurant, The Coffee Break, The Lions Club of 
Kingborough, Vanessa Jarvis, Veolia, Yen Chamberlain, Zoodoo Zoo plus anyone inadvertently 
left unnamed here. 

 

We also very much thank all donors of the cupcakes/muffins/slices, flowers and other items. 
We appreciate the loan of various eskis, gas bottles, fire extinguishers/blankets, electrical 
leads etc. 

 

Several Grade 6’s and other students helped during the event, thank you. The school grounds 
staff for helping with some preparations and, no doubt, some mopping up after. The office 
staff, especially Eve Roe and Ellen McConnon are thanked for their patience fielding requests in 
the lead up to the event. Cynthia Howard (music) is thanked for involving so many of the school 
children into the performances. Teachers, especially 2/3D (historic tours) and 1/2 Illawarra 
Reflections, teacher assistants, and Assistant Principals are all thanked for supporting the 
event... in the lead up and on the evening.  

 

We want to thank all volunteers, who spent as little or as much time as they could to organise 
stalls, food & drinks, supplies, entertainment, activities, liaised with class teachers, help setting 
or cleaning up, host or man a stall, assist during the setup or clean up or help otherwise. Your 
contribution was invaluable – THANK YOU!  – We wish to thank especially Lou Trenerry, Peter 
Meloy and Jill Mulcahy. 

 

We wholeheartedly wish to acknowledge the organising committee for the 30 Year Celebration, 
who worked over the last five months and very hard over days prior to put together this school 
event. Our unreserved thanks and admiration goes to Jenny Dillon, Jane Gibson, Georgia 
Pearsall, Dani Reid and Vanessa Weldon, who with some very dedicated helpers spent most of 
the day and evening without taking time out. THANK YOU! 

 

Last but not least we thank our partners and children for letting us loose on this project and be 
there when needed. 

 

Best wishes, Petra Heil & Amanda Midgley 

 

PS-1: If you have any feedback on what you enjoyed, what could be done better/instead next time 
or what you think did not work well, please send your feedback to petraheil1@gmail.com or hand a 
note/letter to the school office. Your input will be most useful in planning the next school event/
fair, so please be liberal with reflections on the 30 Year Celebration. Your input counts! 
 

PS-2: A reminder: The school fair and other (fundraiser) events are only possible due to the 
wonderful help from a good number of volunteers. To offer such events in future, our pool of 
helpers needs to grow. So, please consider to offer your help/time in future when you receive a call 
to volunteer. There are many jobs, so identifying a chore you can tackle should be easy. If you have 
anystions please contact the Illawarra Primary School Association. 

mailto:petraheil1@gmail.com


What a great way to celebrate the school’s 30th birthday with our 

Twilight Fair a few weeks ago! 

Barb Mawson, a former Principal, helped to open the night and talked about the history of the school and 

what makes it a special place. Many people weren’t able to hear her wonderful speech so we thought we 

would share it with everyone. 

What made/makes Illawarra Primary School? 
 
Illawarra had humble beginnings as a group of demountable buildings which were the Duntroon Drive school in 

Rokeby. In 1988 these were put on the back of trucks and brought across the Tasman bridge and dumped in a 

paddock in Blackmans bay. 

This momentous day was entirely due to the hard lobbying of group of parents who believed Blackmans Primary 

could no longer accommodate any more students and these parents wanted something different for their children. 

A hint of what was to come was when the new principal Nora Reid, insisted this odd assortment of old buildings 

should be placed in a circle around a central courtyard to enable all to feel they were at the centre of this new school. 

And so began the tradition of Illawarra community as a school that always worked as a team to achieve great things. 

It also began a time of constant arguments with the Education department to build appropriate facilities and the 

start of endless building projects. It truly took 14 years to be listed as a permanent school! 

Whether it is from these early days of struggle for recognition or because often people didn’t quite know where the 

school was, Illawarra has always had a strong sense of its own uniqueness. 

Over time this appreciation of an identity has filtered through to parents, students and staff. 

The tradition founded by those first parents who lobbied for the school, has continued to the parents today who 

have a strong sense of ownership and pride in the school. Illawarra parents pitch in to make things good for all kids, 

they talk up the merits of the school and look after it. That sense of difference has meant that staff from the 

beginning have had an attitude that it’s worth giving a new initiative a go, if it can truly benefit children. Programs 

common in schools now, such as environmental awareness, gardens, science partnerships, health and well- being 

programs (eg Jumping Jacks), community projects, positive discipline were all introduced at Illawarra a long time ago. 

Students too have always sensed their own uniqueness in belonging to this school. Illawarra students often stay 

tightly bonded in friendship groups long after they leave this primary school. 

Illawarra students have achieved highly in academic pursuits, sport, community care and leadership and the arts and 

have always been highly regarded in the wider community. 

Illawarra has always been a school with another very significant tradition - one of great Kindness. Kindness as a 

defining feature is often unrecognised but in a way it is the greatest gift the school community has fostered. 

Illawarra parents, staff and students have always valued their school community and so have always looked after each 

other. Over the 30 years since Illawarra was founded many families have experienced some major crisis’s in their lives 

but at these times the school community has wrapped its arms around those in need and helped in so many seen 

and unseen ways. People care. 

Illawarra has grown and changed since it’s small beginnings on the back off a truck. It is clear though that all those 

here before, here now and who will follow, can be proud to be part of a school community that has always strived for 

what is important. 

That is: Illawarra is a place where students are given the opportunities and support they need to reach their full 

potential. Successes are shared and celebrated together. Failures are acknowledged and used as learning 

opportunities and Kindness is valued and practised, everyday. 

Congratulations Illawarra on 30 years! The next 30 years will be worth watching! 

 

Barb Mawson 19/10/2018 



What a great way to celebrate the school’s 30th birthday with our  

Twilight Fair a few weeks ago! 


